
 

California State Board of Food and 
Agriculture Meeting 

Sacramento, CA 

March 7, 2017 

 

Darrin Polhemus, Deputy Director 

State Water Resources Control Board 



Human Right to Water 

 AB 685 (2012) 

 

 HR2W 
Resolution at 
State Water 
Board (2016) 

 

 First yearly 
update (2017) 

 

 

The people of the State of California do enact as 
follows:  
 
SECTION 1. Section 106.3 is added to the Water Code, 
to read: 
 106.3. (a)  It is hereby declared to be the established 
policy of the state that every human being has the 
right to safe, clean, affordable, and accessible water 
adequate for human consumption, cooking, and 
sanitary purposes. (b)  All relevant state agencies, 
including the department, the state board, and the 
State Department of Public Health, shall consider this 
state policy when revising, adopting, or establishing 
policies, regulations, and grant criteria when those 
policies, regulations, and criteria are pertinent to the 
uses of water described in this section 
… 



 
 

Annual Update 
 Where are we one year later? 

 

 Three parts to HR2W:   

1) Safe and Clean 

2) Affordable  

3) Accessible 
 

 Survey of our Board wide efforts towards 
implementation 
 

 Success stories: Pratt Mutual,  East Porterville 

 

 



 Formed workgroup following the State Water Board 
Resolution 

 

 Led by the Division of Drinking Water 

 

 Group is multi-disciplinary, cross-divisional, and        
multi-agency 

 

 

Safe and Clean - Human Right to 
Water (HR2W) Portal 



 To create datasets and maps and make the information 
available to the public 

 

 To establish metrics defining what it means for 
Californians to have water that is: 

1) Safe and Clean 

2) Affordable 

3) Accessible 

 

Work Group – Goals 



Web Portal  



 Downloadable data 
 Includes O&M cost estimate 

 

 Maps 

 

 Updates to include 
affordability  and 
accessibility information 

 

 Continued collaboration 
with Work Group 

 

Web Portal  



Web Portal – Maps 



Web Portal – Maps cont. 



Affordable - AB 401 
 Develop a plan for a statewide low-income rate 

assistance (LIRA) program 

 California would be the first state to implement a 
statewide LIRA program 

 Report to the Legislature due February 1, 2018 

 Public scoping meetings held in October & November 
2016 

 Additional meetings will be held in Spring 2017 

 UCLA leading economic and programmatic analysis 

 UC Berkeley performing legal analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Accessible 
 Grant funding  for  EJ communities 

 Low interest loan funding for all communities 

 Physical Consolidations  

 Managerial Consolidations 

 Stakeholder outreach 

 Prop 1 technical assistance  

 Drinking water resources guide 

 

 



Calendar Year 2016 
Drinking Water 

12 

2016 Executed 
Agmts $44 
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Application Status 

$260 M  

$223 M  



2016 Projects Executed 
Drinking Water 

13 

24  

12  

36 Executed 
Projects 

$15 

$29 

$44 Million Executed 



  East Porterville 



Success Stories  

 Pratt Mutual  

 SB 88 consolidation 

 

 East Porterville (continuing) 

 Established relationships with local community members 
and EJ partners.  Built trust 

 Assisted in signing up residents to be connected 

 280 homes connected  

 Phase 1 completion in Spring 2017 



 

 Some disadvantaged communities lack resources for 
O&M in order to deliver safe and affordable water 

 Consolidation often preferable, but some too remote 
to be consolidated 

 Draft fiscal estimate of annual statewide need based 
on costs for O&M (and capital needs) 

 For public water systems  

 Does not include private wells 

Safe Drinking Water  
Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Needs 



 309 public water systems included in the analysis, 
serving approximately 200,000 people statewide 

 Estimate of $45 million annually, which is close to $1 
billion over 20 years (assumed amortization period) 

 This does not include administrative costs that would 
be necessary to implement a program, if funded 

 Based on a snap shot in time 
 Anticipated that some systems on the list may drop off 

as affordable solutions are found 

 Meanwhile more systems will likely emerge 

 
 

O&M Needs Estimate 
Summary 



California’s Progress on the  
Human Right to Water 

 Established mechanisms for consolidating small 
drinking water systems in disadvantaged communities 
with larger systems to solve contamination problems. 
(SB 88, 2015) 

 Created new requirements so that new drinking water 
systems will not be approved if they exacerbate safety 
and affordability issues. (SB 1263, 2016) 

  Invested $325 million on upgrades to drinking water 
treatment systems through the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Loan Fund. 

 Developed a Clean Water for Schools program to make 
$9.5 million available to schools for water bottle filling 
stations and point-of-use water treatment devices. 
 



Resource Guide  



Drinking Water Resource Guide 
 EJ and DACs 

 Central Valley & Central Coast Regions 

 Discusses  common contaminants 

 Answers  common questions 

 Water Board resources and contacts 

 Local community based resources 

 English and Spanish 



What we need to continue progress 

 Increase water system compliance 

 Consolidations 

 Establish ongoing funding sources 

 Deliver new capital needs for treatment systems 

 Provide for operation and maintenance 

 Address affordability issues in all communities 

 Private domestic well support 

 Manage water resources with human right to water in 
forefront of approach 


